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SU3JSCT:  "FOOD- SHOPPING  TIPS,"    Information  from  marketing  specialists  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Hews  tocHy  Is  for  the  housewife  who  plans  the  meals  and  "buys  the  food. 
This  news  is  about  supplies  and  prices  of  food  coming  on  the  market. 

Perhaps  you'd  like  to  hear  first  something  about  how  much  food  our  country 
is  going  to  have  during  the  months  to  come.    It's  a  help  in  planning  meals  to  have 
some  idea  what  foods  to  count  on  and  what  foods  may  be  shorter.    Marketing  special- 
ists say  totr.l  supplies  of  food  in  the  United  States  will  probably  be  larger  for 
the  rest  of  1941  than  it  was  during  the  same  months  of  1940.    But  just  how  much 
of  this  food  people  in  the  United  States  will  have  to  use  is  still  uncertain, 
because  it  is  not  known  exactly  how  much  food  will  go  abroad  under  lend-lease 
arrangements.    You  can  be  pretty  sure  that  prices  of  food  will  be  higher  anyway. 
Prices  will  be  higher  even  though  there's  more  food  than  last  year.    You  may  want 
to  know  why  food  prices  are  higher.    The  reasons,  are:  more  people  with  more  money 
to  spend;  the  price- supporting  programs  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture;  the  Pood- 
for-Defense  program;  the  lend-lease  exports;  the  action  of  Congress  to  bring  highe 
farm  prices;  buying  food  to  stock  up  for  the  future;  and  buying  food  for  specula- 
tion. 

Here  are  some  predictions  about  supplies  of  various  foods  for  the  rest  of 
the  year.    The  country  will  probably  have  more  beef  and  veal,  lamb,  poultry  and 
e5gs,  dairy  products,  rice,  wheat,  dried  beans,  fresh  fruits,  canned  vegetables, 
and  sweet  potatoes.    The  country  will  probably  have  less  pork  and  potatoes.  It's 
not  quite  certain  about  amounts  of  canned  goods  and  dried  fcoJL-but  probably 
supplies  will  be  at  least  as  large  as  a  year  ago.    Whether  we'll  have  more  fresh 


vegetables  or  less  for  the  rest  of  the  year  will  depend  on  the  weather.    3ut  vri.th 

favorable  weather  we'll  have  supplies  at  least  as  large  as  we  had  last  year. 

So  n-uch  for  general  news  of  food.    Nov;  for  some  special  foods  on  the  market. 

Right  along  now  peaches,  cantaloupes  and  green  corn  should  he  good  buys.    This  is 

most 

the  time  of  year  when  these  products  are/ plentiful.    Peaches  and  cantaloupes  are 
especially  plentiful  in  many  places.    A  good  many  markets  have  had  more  green  corr, 
for  sale  this  year  than  last.    And  the  season  for  these  3  good  foods  won't  be  over 
until  October. 

Now  for  some  nevrs  of  dairy  products.    Usually  this  is  the  time  of  year  when 
dairy  -products  begin  to  fall  off  in  quantity.    This  year  supplies  won't  decline 
as  much  as  usual.    But  how  the  price  will  go  depends  on  how  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  buys  under  its  Jood-for-Def  ense  program.    Right  now  the  Department 
is  buying  butter  as  well  as  cheese,  evaporated  milk  and  dried  milk.    And  the 
price  of  these  products  is  well  above  prices  a  year  ago. 

This  is  the  time  of  year  also  when  supplies  of  eggs  usually  get  smaller. 
But  here  again  supplies  won't  go  down  as  much  as  usual  because  of  the  Food-for- 
Defense  program  and  other  influences.    Egg  production  is  higher  than  it  was  a 
year  ago  at  this  time  and  is  expected  to  go  on  up  .    3ut  prices  will  continue 
to  be  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

How  for  some  news  about  meat.     Supplies  of  pork  will  continue  getting 
smaller  for  another  month  or  so  until  pigs  born  in  the  spring  begin  coming  to 
market  in  quantity .     Daring  September  markets  will  have  much  less  pork  for  sale 
than  they  had  a  year  ago.    But  beginning  in  October  you'll  see  more  pork  for  sale, 
and  you  may  find  your  hatcher  has  almost  as  much  as  a  year  ago.    The  price  of  porl 
at  retail  markets  is  usually  highest  in  September  and  this  year  will  probably  be 
no  exception.    After  September  pork  prices  generally  go  down. 


-  3  - 

The  "beef  story  is  very  different  from  the  pork  story.    Predictions  are  for 
much  more  better-grade  beef  on  the  market  this  month.    The  price  of  better  grade 
beef  —  the  beef  stamped  "good"  or  "fair"  —    usually  go#e  up  during  the  late 
summer  and  early  fall.     3ut  recently  the  price  of  this  better-grade  beef  has  not 
gone  up  as  much  as  usual. 

V.o-'    n  item  about  fresh  vegetables.    Supplies  are  about  the  same  as  a  year 
ago  but  the  cost  of  vegetables  as  a  group  is  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

The  last  bit  of  news  is  about  sugar  on  the  market.    The  sugar  quota  for 
1941  has  been  increased  for  the  fourth  time.    About  a  million  tons  of  sugar  are 
available  under  the  quota.    That  is  15  percent  more  sugar  than  people  In  the 
United  States  consumed  last  year.    But  don't  let  that  make  you  eat  a  lot  more 
sugar  if  you're  getting  enough  already.    A  common  fault  in  American  diets  is  too 
much  sugar  —  too  much  candy  or  sweet  drinks,  or  too  much  cake,  cookies  pie,  jam, 
or  jelly. 

That's  all  the  food  news  for  today. 


